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The David H.C. Read
Preacher/Scholar Award
$15,000

An annual award to recognize and encourage excellence
among graduating seminarians with outstanding
promise as preachers and scholars
who are committed to entering parish ministry

Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church
(MAPC) established this award in 1990 to honor
internationally renowned preacher, scholar, author and
ecumenist David H.C. Read upon his retirement as Senior
Minister of the church.

Candidates must be committed to the parish pulpit.

Eligibility

Candidates for the 2010 award must be in the final year
of a Master of Divinity degree program at a member
school of the Association of Theological Schools in the
U.S., scheduled to receive the degree by June 2010, and
must be nominated by their seminary. No more than two
nominations from any theological school will be considered
in a given year.

Please see the Dean of Faculty of your seminary to request a
nomination.

Description of the Award
The David H.C. Read Preacher/Scholar Award is given
solely on the basis of merit — not need — without regard to

race, color, sex, age, national or ethnic origin or handicap.

Up to four finalists will be selected for the 2010 award.
The winner will receive a $15,000 stipend.

The remaining finalists will receive $1,000 each.

Application Procedure

Application forms will be sent during the fall of 2009 to all
member schools of the Association of Theological Schools.
They can also be obtained directly from:

Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church
921 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10021
or downloaded from www.mapc.com

In addition to the application form, candidates must submit
the following supporting documents:

A curriculum vitae.

An official transcript and notice from the seminary
Registrar certifying that the candidate is one of not more
than two nominees from the school.

e Letters of recommendation from two faculty members.

e Written copies and audio tapes or CD’s of two sermons,
one based on an Old Testament text and the other on a
New Testament text. On the recordings the candidate
must be preaching before a live audience.

o Concise exegetical papers (not more than 1,000 words in
length) on the biblical text on which each sermon is
based.

e A biographical statement.

e A statement describing the candidate’s plans after
graduating from seminary.

e A statement indicating how the candidate plans to use the
award money to further his or her abilities as a
preacher/scholar.

Winner Selection

Following the selection of up to four finalists by the lay
members of MAPC'’s Preacher/Scholar Award Committee, a
distinguished panel of judges will choose the 2010 winner. If
a suitable winner cannot be named, the award money will be
used to fund future awards.

Deadline

The deadline for applications (with all supporting
documentation) for the 2010 award is January 31, 2010.
Envelopes must be postmarked no later than that date.

Announcement of Award

The finalists and winner will be selected in the spring and
notified on or about April 30. Notices will also be sent to
theological schools and to the press.

Each year the winner is invited to preach at MAPC.

The Reverend Dr. DAVID H.C. READ (1910-2001) was
Senior Minister of Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church from
1956 through 1989. During this period he also served as a
National Radio Pulpit preacher for 25 years; was a founding
Vice-President and leader of the Appeal of Conscience
Foundation, an interfaith organization dedicated to fostering
religious freedom and understanding throughout the world;
authored some 30 books, held many lectureships and received
nine honorary degrees. Born in Scotland, Dr. Read was
educated at New College, Edinburgh, and the University of
Edinburgh, and pursued further studies in Montpellier,
Strasbourg, Paris and Marburg. He served as Chaplain to the
Forces of the British Army during World War II, was First
Chaplain at the University of Edinburgh, and for three years
was Chaplain to her Majesty the Queen in Scotland.
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